
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ealing Fields Residents’ Association     
Minutes of the 39th Annual General Meeting 

Held on 24 May 2017 at 7.30pm at the Log Cabin, Northfield Avenue 
 

1. Welcome, Chair’s Introduction and Apologies for Absence 
 
The Chair, Roger Jarman (RJ), proposed that the AGM commence with a minute’s silence in 
memory of the victims of the recent atrocity in Manchester.  
 
He then welcomed those present to the 39th AGM of EFRA including Councillors David Millican (DM) 
and Theresa Mullins (TM), and two external speakers. He explained that the local police were unable 
to attend due to mandatory training.  Sixty members of the Association were present. RJ introduced 
Committee members Keith Marriage (Treasurer), and Wendy Hallam (Minute Taker) who were 
sitting at the table with him. 
 
Apologies received from Committee Member Raj Kapoor, Street Representative Brian Ellis, and 
Letitia and Mike Tilley. Councillor Fabio Conti was unable to attend as he is standing in the General 
Election for the local Parliamentary constituency. 
 

2. Minutes of the 2016 AGM, and any matters arising not covered in Agenda   
 
The minutes of the last AGM were approved. RJ said that matters arising can be dealt with in the 
Open Forum session (Item 8), but covered a point which arose regarding lift access to Northfields 
Station. He reported that the Mayor of London has indicated that 40 underground stations are to be 
provided with level access but that there had been no statement as yet regarding which stations 
these would be.  
 

3. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts, and Re-appointment of Auditor, Jay Patel 
 
Keith Marriage (KM) had circulated copies of the Income and Expenditure account for the year 
ending 30 April 2017 in the meeting. They have been audited by Jay Patel (JP) whom he thanked 
for his services to EFRA. KM stated that (1) the subscriptions match last year’s (2) donations 
remained at a good level (3) printing costs remained as last year covering the annual newsletter but 
there were additional costs linked to the redesign of the logo (3A) EPTUG may not carry on and, 
accordingly, the subscription has been held back (4) Surplus of £256 over the year.  The reserves 
are available for contingencies, e.g. additional insert in the Newsletter. Andrew Dick proposed, and 
Ian Kingston seconded, the adoption of the accounts. The accounts were duly accepted. 
 
KM nominated that JP continue as auditor, which was proposed by Carol Atkinson and seconded 
by Jane Cocking. JP was duly appointed as auditor for the coming financial year. 
  
RJ added that having reserves is necessary in case EFRA become involved in any local campaigns 
at short notice. RJ thanked KM for the splendid work he performed as EFRA Treasurer which 
ensured the RA was financially secure.  
 
 

4. Membership Report/ Street Reps/ Newsletter/ Website including use of social media  



 

 

 
Clive Herring (CH) reported that there are 148 paid up members for the current year (2017/18). 
Membership extends over a four year period (in effect), so the previous three year membership 
levels are also included in the overall figures. CH thanked all the Street Reps, and stated that there 
are vacancies for the whole of or parts of some streets. He asked anyone interested in becoming a 
Street Rep to see him at the end of the meeting. He also thanked all those who made a donation, 
some of which were exceptionally generous, e.g. £50 both this year and last in one case. RJ thanked 
him, and said that logo stickers have been printed which would be handed to all EFRA members at 
the end of the meeting.  
 
CH reported that the functionality of the website is not satisfactory and was under review. However, 
EFRA cannot afford £2,000 as paid by another local organization to update their website.  
 
E-newsletters come out 2 or 3 times per year and were well received.  
 
Street Rep vacancies – Blondin Avenue, Ealing Park Gardens, Jefferson Close, Lawrence Raid, 
Littlewood Close, Radbourne Avenue, Niagara Avenue, Hereford Road. Interested parties to speak 
to a Committee member.    
 

5. Election of Committee Members 
 
RJ reported that there are four vacancies, including one following Rita Smith’s resignation on health 
grounds. RJ expressed the gratitude of the Committee and the AGM for all she had contributed over 
many years. RJ said that any interested parties to speak to a Committee member after the meeting. 
 
A question was raised from the floor regarding sending only an e-mail copy of the Annual Newsletter. 
RJ said that a hard copy goes to every household each year in our area for recruitment purposes.  
 

6. Ealing Fields High School – Sharon Wright (SW) 
 
SW reported that the King Fahad site had been secured for use by the High School. Contractors 
and architects are to consider designs over the summer. Local residents will be consulted on plans. 
Planning permission to be sought in the Autumn, with work expected to start around May 2018. The 
school would open on the site Easter 2020. It is planned that the school’s facilities would be used 
outside school hours – weekends and holidays. It is expected that the public will be able to view the 
property. The school also hopes to restore the folly on the site. 
 
Questions from the floor: 
 
Resident in Birkbeck Road – Who is responsible for the site and to whom should residents address 
their queries? SW – the Education and Skills Agency (ESA). 
A resident in Northfield Avenue complained about the behaviour of schoolchildren at the bus stop 
by Julien Road. However, these would not be Ealing Fields pupils as the temporary school is located 
in Boston Manor.  
James Guest (JG) asked how security is being maintained. SW said that she believes the ESA have 
24 hour security on site, but will check. JG asked whether Committee Members living nearby could 
engage with the school, to which SW agreed. 
A member of the History Group, Mary Woods, stated her concern regarding the condition of the 
house. SW said that both English Heritage and Ealing Council are involved to preserve the fabric of 
the building. 
Rosmarie Matter asked about the ownership of the site. Due to confidentiality issues, SW could only 
confirm that ESA had secured the site, but not on what terms. 
A Devonshire Road resident asked about community engagement and whether residents can visit 



 

 

the site before it is completed. SW said that hard hats would be needed. RJ suggested that the 
school have a stall at the Brentford Festival in September.  
Pat Knight, Street Rep in Ealing Park Road, asked about the transport arrangements for pupils. SW 
said that the school is to have a travel plan and will encourage non-car use. 
A former St Anne’s pupil said that when she attended there, trees were under a preservation order. 
In answer to KM’s question, SW said that the school would have a maximum of 840 pupils, aged 11 
– 18. 
RJ thanked SW for attending the AGM and answering the questions of EFRA members. 
 

7. “Love Northfields” – Patricia Conti (PC) 
 
PC thanked the Chair for the invitation to the meeting, and stated that she is the Chair of Love 
Northfields (LN), which represents shopkeepers and businesses in Northfield Avenue. The 
Secretary was unable to attend. PC runs an interior design studio at no. 93. LN was set up in May 
2016 as an initiative by two residents, C Hoyle and Philip Harrison, who launched a petition, wanting 
to promote the area. Residents, traders and Councillors meet every second Tuesday – all are 
volunteers. 
PC’s experience was that Northfield Avenue was the most appropriate place for her business, with 
huge potential. LN wants to keep a local identity and community spirit to the shopping area. The 
members would like fewer empty shops, and more independent and diverse businesses.  They 
organised the Winter Wonderland, Summer Fayre, and were involved in promoting business on the 
day of the Half Marathon. The Northfields Market has been set for the third Saturday of each month 
on the main road only as it was not intended to conflict with travel movements on surrounding 
streets. Some residents have asked whether it could be held on both sides of the road. PC said that 
any queries or comments should go to her. LN work closely with local schools, e.g. a poster 
competition was won by a local primary schoolchild. The Summer Fayre is due to be held on 15 July 
2017.   
 
Questions from the floor: 
 
Helen Johnson (HJ) commented that the Northfields Market idea was a good one as a one-off, but 
she was not convinced that it should be held regularly as she is a supporter of the Leeland Avenue 
Farmers’ Market which could suffer from the competition. 
Some of those present did not agree with HJ’s position. 
A question was raised for the Councillors – as from next month the Council are to charge £1,500 a 
year for shops to put tables and boards out on their frontage. Councillor DM stated that he is 
disappointed about this additional charge for shop keepers. Some shops own land up to 3’ in front 
of their shops. The cost is for those who don’t. The charge is borough-wide. DM thinks there should 
be room for some area of compromise, e.g. in Southall it can be very difficult to walk on the pavement 
and there are lots of traders that use the frontage of their properties for a variety of purposes. 
RJ thanked PC for attending the AGM and answering the questions from EFRA members. 
 

8. Reports from Committee Members on the year’s activities and current issues  
 
(a) Chair’s report - RJ explained that the allocation of officer posts will be considered at the next 
meeting of the Committee. He then introduced EFRA’s portfolio holders who highlighted their 
activities over the previous 12 months.   
 
(b) Transport and Parking – Jane Cocking (JC)  
JC referred the meeting to the contents of the Annual Newsletter. She mentioned the need for 
support of EPTUG. The staff at Northfields station have indicated that the Night Tube has not 
generated any significant issues to date but during the high summer there might be problems with 
travellers hanging around in the station and forecourt. RJ thanked JC for her work. 



 

 

 
(c) Planning/Licensing Issues - James Guest (JG)  
JG said that EFRA represented the local community where major planning applications were 
presented to the Council.   

(i) Orion Park site – JG said residents should leave e-mail addresses with him if they wish 
to know of various issues in respect of the planning application. EFRA has submitted 
objections to the Council about the proposals but objections can continue to be submitted. 

(ii) Development at Wellington Road/Northfield Avenue junction – a previous application was 
rejected as over-development. JG said that the new plans still represent over-
development. Currently the development would consist of a self-contained basement, 
ground floor flat, combined first floor and loft flat, and redevelopment of the garage site.  

(iii) King Fahad Site – full engagement of the community is needed to ensure local people’s 
interests are met.  

(iv) Former W H Smith shop – there are plans to turn this into an off-licence. The Committee’s 
view is that it is not appropriate. The general view was to object to the licence. This will 
be looked into after the General Election. 

RJ thanked JG for all his work. 
 

(c) Environmental Issues – Helen Johnson (HJ) 
Waste management issues have been less contentious of late. However fly-tipping is still a problem 
and appears to be linked with areas where there is a concentration of flats.  
Good news on green issues – Blondin Park has been nominated for a Green Flag – result awaited. 
New planted beds on corner of Northfield Avenue/Windmill Road – 4 EFRA members are looking 
after them. 
RJ thanked HJ for all her work. 
JG asked that Councillor TM be thanked for her splendid work regarding all the issues which arose 
in connection with the introduction of wheelie bins this time last year.  
RJ added that extra street sweepers to cover the autumn leaf fall were withdrawn from service too 
early. He has mentioned this to the new CEO of LBE. EFRA will monitor the situation this 
November/December.  
 
(d) Heathrow – Keith Marriage (KM) and Rosmarie Matter (RM) 
The proposal to build Runway 3 was considered. KM believes that if this is approved, it might lead 
to Runway 4. Deadline for consultations is tomorrow, 25 May. EFRA has submitted a considered 
response. KM thanked RM for her work on this.  
Issues to raise (as per Davis Commission on Airport Expansion in the South East) – noise, stress, 
disruption, air quality. Most airports abroad have moved away from cities. Air quality is at illegal 
levels already, and the Government has been taken to court by various organisations on this and 
other issues. Mitigations proposed by Heathrow Group are considered to be inadequate. Heathrow 
will not close if Runway 3 doesn’t go ahead, despite the scare-mongering. 
From the floor, a resident said that any jobs created by R3 will be of low quality and in any case 
technology is replacing people for most tasks.  

 
9. Open Forum 

 
- Wheelie Bins – Andrew Dick said that tree cutters had broken wheelie bins which the Council 

wouldn’t replace for free. Councillor TM said that the Council workers had also damaged 
gates, and she thinks the Council should pay for any damage. 

- Harriet Burland said that she thought that 840 pupils at the former King Fahad site would be 
too many. 

- Tree cutting – Councillor TM said that diseased trees are cut down, and whatever is cut down 
has to be replaced. They are trimmed every 3/4 years. 

- Wheelie bins – if the black general bin doesn’t close, the Council will not collect the rubbish. 



 

 

It was mentioned that the binmen do not replace the bins from where they collected them but 
leave them at the entrance to a property. This might suggest that the householder is not likely 
to be in. The Council will take the blue bin even if there are recycled items on top. 

- Bramley Road – constant problem with furniture fly-tipping. Residents were encouraged to 
use the online site to report such incidents.  

- Leaves – it was commented that these should be kept swept all the time. 
- Councillor DM said that the fly-tipping issue is mainly on main roads, and often near areas 

with flats, which don’t have wheelie bins, just black bags. He has done walkabouts, and notes 
that most places have wheelie bins now. He asked residents to let the Councillors know of 
any issues. Shops are to be allocated specific collection times - a particular hour in the 
morning or evening. This is due to come into effect during the first week of August. 

- Planning applications – on lamp-posts – unsightly and too high. Councillor TM stated that the 
Council is not writing to neighbouring households any more as it is too expensive. She asked 
residents to let the Councillors know if there are any issues about notifications about planning 
applications. 

- EFRA stickers – Ed Ballard showed the meeting the stickers which were available from him 
after the meeting. . 

- Parking on Orion Park – JG said that there would be a limited number of car parking spaces 
for half of the larger flats. There is to be a legal condition that they cannot apply for a CPZ 
permit. JG suggested that there be a re-consultation of the CPZ in that area as it evolves, 
and to ask the developer to make a contribution towards the re-consultation. 

 
RJ stated that the next Ward Forum was expected to be in late June. 
 
He thanked all those for attending and making the meeting such a success.   
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
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